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Though Lloyd George had expressly declared to Skirmunt
that the question of Poland's eastern frontiers would not be
raised at the conference without previous consultation with him,
yet on May 10 Lloyd George, without informing Skirmunt, did
raise the question by strongly insisting at a meeting of the In-
viting Powers that the questions of Vilna and Eastern Galicia
should be settled by the conference. But Barthou did not concur,
and it was decided that these questions should be dealt with by
the Political Sub-Commission, which four days later reported
that their settlement was not included in the programme of the
conference; had the verdict been the opposite Poland was deter-
mined to withdraw from the conference. The fact remained that
the conference taken as a whole was a failure, which afterwards was
made abundantly evident by the failure in June of The Hague
Conference.
SOVIET-GERMAN TREATY OF RAPALLO
Both of these conferences were overshadowed by the Treaty of
Rapallo and the intransigence of the Soviet. Naturally there was
disquiet in Poland and Eastern Europe because of the treaty and
its possible outcome. The Soviet ceased to carry out the terms of
the Treaty of Riga. It had organized armed bands in Soviet White
Russia which attacked their Polish neighbours, and in May the
Polish Government had sent a Note A Moscow demanding the
putting down of these raiders. Soviet troops continued their
concentration in the regions bordering Polish territory; the Soviet
Army was being reorganized, it was reported, by German generals.
In May the Eclair of Paris published what purported to be a
military convention between the heads of the Red Army and the
German General Staff signed at Berlin on April 3. Poland had
good cause to keep on her guard, as against the Soviet, as well as
Germany. Another matter for concern was that Finland decided
not to ratify the convention agreed to on March 17 by Poland and
the Baltic States at Warsaw. On May 31 Skirmunt described to
the Seym what had taken place at Genoa; the alliance with
France, he declared, had been the basis of Polish policy at the
conference, as before it, and the Polish Delegation had done all it
could to prevent the conference from failure.